
 
God’s Surprising Plan to Bless the World | Genesis 18:19 

Sermon Discussion Participant’s Guide 
 
 
Purpose of Discussion: To think more deeply about how the way we live our lives has kingdom 
purpose far beyond our own lives. 
 
Icebreaker: If someone were to follow you around for a week, what would they learn about  
you? 
 
Discussion:  

1. Keith used an ESPN commercial to highlight the idea that people want to be part of a 
bigger story. In the absence of faith, people look for other things to put their hope in. 
What things do you tend to get most excited about? Angry about? Worry about?  
 

2. God’s mission since the beginning has been to bring peace, justice and righteousness to 
the world. Read the following verse. 
 

Genesis 18:19 
“For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after 
him to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and just, so that 
the Lord will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him.” 

 
How might the way we approach this current pandemic, with all its uncertainty, 
highlight our faith in Christ? How might it conflict with our professed faith? 
 

3. God chose Abraham to bless the world, but Scripture tells us that multiple times, 
Abraham’s failure to trust God’s promises ended up hurting the nations around him. 
Read these verses together, then consider the question that follows: 

 
Genesis 12:17 
But the Lord inflicted serious diseases on Pharaoh and his household because of 
Abram’s wife Sarai. 
 
Genesis 20:17-18 
Then Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelek, his wife and his female 
slaves so they could have children again, for the LORD had kept all the women in 
Abimelek’s household from conceiving because of Abraham’s wife Sarah. 
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Genesis 26:10 
Then Abimelek said, “What is this you have done to us? One of the men might 
well have slept with your wife, and you would have brought guilt upon us.” 

 
What do these verses tell us about the impact our choices can make not only on us, but 
on the people around us?  
 

4. Instead of being a blessing, Abraham and Isaac both allowed fear to drive them to lie 
out of self-preservation rather than trusting God in their circumstances. In what ways do 
we see ourselves tempted to do the same? How do you feel about the idea that the 
choices you make impact not only your own life but also your neighbors? 

 
5. Given Abraham’s, Isaac’s and our own inability to live a perfect life, how can we still 

highlight God’s kingdom when we see sin and failure in our own lives? How does this 
highlight our need for Christ’s atoning work? For the sanctifying presence of the Holy 
Spirit? How does our response to our own failure show the beauty of the gospel? 
 
 

Sharing and Prayer: 
What is one area you want to grow in living a life of integrity, both outwardly and inwardly? 
 


